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Josh (JJ) Wise, 34, of Klemme, Iowa was 
awarded the title ‘Iowa State Champion 
Auctioneer’ on Tuesday, August 13. Wise is a 
long-time member of the Iowa Auctioneers 
Association and participates in nearly 300 
auctions a year. Wise currently owns and 
operates JJ Wise Auctioneering, is a licensed 
real estate agent for Landproz, and a 
contract auctioneer for automobile sales. He 
grew up in Manly, Iowa, a population of less 
than 1,300. Wise graduated from the World 
Wide College of Auctioneering in Mason City 
when he was only 11 years old.  Growing 
up in the family business he found a love 
for the auction method of marketing. In 
2014, he took over the company his mother 
and father founded, Wise Auction Service, 
now operating as JJ Wise Auctioneering. 
Wise also competed in the 2019 World 
Automobile Auction Contest in Charleston, 
South Carolina, and was the 2018 Iowa 
State Reserve Champion Auctioneer.

The top five finalists are  Reserve Champion, 
- Dylan Webb, Osceola; 1st Runner Up - Justin 
Steward, Wyoming; 2nd Runner Up - Joe Bair, 
Elkhart; and 3rd Runner Up - Chad Shepard, 
Cedar Falls. 

The contest was held under normal auction 
conditions and was free for fairgoers to 
watch. The spectators are encouraged 

to participate. Eighteen professional 
auctioneers from the Midwest competed 
for the title of ‘Iowa State Champion 
Auctioneer’ and a cash prize of $1,000. To 
qualify for this prestigious annual event, 
contestants must compete in a preliminary 
auctioneering contest in February 
during the annual IAA convention.

Also participating in the 2019 competition 
during the Iowa State Fair:

• Trenton A. Forrest, North English
• Cole Stetzel, Guthrie Center
• Chad Bals, Ames
• Leon Martin, Ionia
• Heath Downing, Creston
• Kam Hartstack, Clarinda
• Riley Sieren, Washington
• Daniel Wilson, Redfield
• Rodney Perry, Moravia
• Robert A. Barker, Keosauqua
• Zachary Laurie, Indianola
• Quest Flesner, Taylor, MO
• Justin Brant, Glidden

Want to watch a replay of the State Fair 
finals? A live-stream playback and contest 
photos are available on our Facebook page  
@IowaAuctioneersAssocaiton.

Wise Named 2019 Iowa State 
Champion Auctioneer
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Happy fall to all of you!  Auction season 
is in full swing, and we are going to see 
a lot of auctions this fall. I noticed a few 
things about the future of our industry. 

In the 1930s, the great depression created a 
generation who did not have a lot of assets. We 
then moved to the baby boomer generation 
who was taught to keep, save, and hand down 
everything that they were able to acquire 
in their lifetime. Most of them collected 
something they thought would make them 
money later in life (IE. Hull pottery, precious 
moments, fiesta wear, or toy tractors). Then 
came along the next generation who was 
taught to go to Best Buy and buy a new one. 
Now we have the millennial generation who 
is trying to reduce and simplify with less.  

Why this is important to us as auctioneers is 
that the baby boomer generation is coming 
of age and starting to downsize and sell 
their belongings. We, as auctioneers, are 
going to see the most significant transition 
of wealth to be sold and purchased over the 
next 20 years. The question I am struggling 
with is; who is going to buy all this stuff? 

I have seen a decline in prices on a lot of 
collectible items and remind my team, not 
to over-promise. I also see a whole heck of 
a lot of farm machinery changing hands, 
and I question if the market can absorb this 
increased volume or if prices will decline.  

As I watch the trade wars and the current 
state of the economy, there are discussions 
of another recession coming.  Those 
stressors can mean even more equipment 
and land being liquidated into cash if 
their balance sheets do not work.

All these sellers will need the auction industry 
to assist them in this transition of assets. For 
now, most sellers I have talked with do not 
seem to care about the money made from 
selling their assets. They want to find an 
auctioneer to help them as they downsize 
and solve some of these problems. 

In the future:  If balance sheets do not 
work; working hard for our sellers will be 
crucial. As an Iowa Auctioneer Association 
member, we need to stand out as the 
trusted professional. Auctions are just that, 
“Solving our customer’s problems.” 

DAVID WHITAKER - PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Future of 
the Industry?
GENERATIONAL TRANSITION OF ASSETS

IOWA STATE AUCTIONEER COMPETITION

David Whitaker
2019 IAA President 
Whitaker Marketing Group 
Washington, IA

VIEW MORE PHOTOS ON FACEBOOK @IOWAAUCTIONEERSASSOCIATION
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ALL-NEW CONVENTION LINE UP
The Iowa Auctioneers Association 
board has decided to mix up the 
traditional bid calling contest where 
we annually award the title of “Iowa 
State Champion Auctioneer.” You 
heard a teaser announcement during 
the 2019 competition at the Iowa 
State Fair from David Whitaker, IAA 
President, he alluded to the change of 
format for the 2020 Iowa State Fair.

Your association has decided to hold 
the “Iowa State Champion Auctioneer” 
preliminary contest, semi-finals, 
and finals throughout the Annual 
Convention. Our next convention dates 
are January 24-25, 2020. We had to 
move from our regular February dates 
to January to avoid conflicting with the 
Iowa Caucuses. Add January 24-25 to 
your calendar today and keep a close 
eye on your email box for updates.

Our annually crowned “Iowa State 
Champion Auctioneer” is not done 
competing after our convention!  Our 
Champion then joins up to twenty-four 

other professional auctioneers from 
around the Midwest (and the US) to 
battle it out at the state fairgrounds in 
August during our new “Iowa Corn Classic 
Open Auctioneer Championship.” 

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT!

Our Board of Directors is excited to 
formally announce the creation of the 
“Iowa Corn Classic Open Auctioneer 
Championship.” Our inaugural event 
date is August 18, 2020, at 9:00 AM.

Contestants are competing for three 
places in the overall contest, plus 
two specialty categories: 1st-Grand 
Champion, 2nd-Reserve Champion, and 
3rd-First Runner Up Champion for the 
open. Plus a recognition to the Highest 
Scoring Up & Coming Auctioneer. 

More information is scheduled to 
be announced in the coming weeks. 
Please update your contact details or 
preferences with the association ASAP 
to get all our communications!

TJ DeMoss
President-Elect 
DeMoss Auction Co. 
Albia, IA

TJ DEMOSS - UPDATES FROM YOUR PRESIDENT-ELECT

Updates Within 
Your Association 
BOARD MEMBERS VOTE, ALL NEW 
OPEN CONTEST APPROVED

Iowa Corn Classic 
Open Auctioneer Contest

August 18, 2020 
Iowa State Fairgrounds | Anne & Bill Riley Stage 

3000 E Grand Avenue | Des Moines, Iowa

All contestants are invited to a “Welcome Meet & Greet” at the Holiday 
Inn Des Moines on Monday August 17, 2020 from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM.

Read more event information online: 
ww.iowaauctioneers.org

Follow us on social media to get the latest: 
Twitter @IAAuctioneers  

Facebook@IowaAuctioneersAssociation
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LETTER FROM THE NAA CEO

USHERING THE NEWEST 
GENERATION OF AUCTIONEERS 
INTO THE INDUSTRY

Hannes Combest, FASAE, CAE 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Auctioneers Association 

OUR FUTURE IS AN 
ADVENTURE
Two years ago the NAA Board of 
Directors agreed that something 
had to be done for the auction 
industry. We have been seeing 
fewer and fewer people enter 
the business as evidenced by 

smaller classes in auction schools, fewer people attending 
state conventions and less people joining their state and 
national association. The question was what to do about it.

At that time we had a board member who now serves as 
the U. S. presidential appointee as Assistant Secretary of 
Education for the United States Department of Education 
– Scott Stump, a former national staff member for the FFA. 
Scott worked with us to create an educational strategy 
for children between the ages of 10 and 18, helping 
create a curriculum that will introduce these students to 
the auction industry. This year at the 70th International 
Auctioneers Conference and Show, then NAA President Tim 
Mast was able to introduce the completion of this plan. 

Auction Adventures is a digital game that we introduced last 
year that can be found at the American Farm Foundation 
http://www.myamericanfarm.org/classroom/games.

The game was designed for students in the 3rd to 5th 
grade. It comes complete with curriculum that teachers 
can use and resources for teachers and parents. 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS, FFA, AND SAE
This year the cycle was completed as we introduced a guide 
produced for high school students who are interested in 
completing a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) for 
auctioneers. SAEs are projects that FFA (formerly known 
as the Future Farmers of America) members complete 
during their tenure with FFA. SAEs contain practical 
agricultural activities that are performed by students 
outside of scheduled classroom and laboratory time. These 
activities provide a method in agricultural education for 
students to receive real-world career experiences in an 
area of agriculture that they are most interested in. And 
now auctions are an option http://bit.ly/auctioncareer.

We know that auctions are not just for people in agricultural 
areas. As a result, we make the SAE resources available for 
anyone who is interested in exploring a career in the auction 
industry. Introduce these resources to your children, to 
your grandchildren – and to their friends. Because not only 
are we introducing a whole new generation of students 
to the auction industry – we are introducing their parents 
to potentially a new way to buy and sell assets – NOW!

THE NEXT GENERATION HAS ARRIVED
We recognize that students 
need to connect to other 
students with the same 
interest. So we have created 
a new way to keep them 
involved and learning 
about the industry and the 
diverse opportunities that 
exist. We’ve named this 
group NAANextGen. For 
$25, students will receive 
two digital newsletters 
with information about 
the industry, careers 
within the auction 
industry as well as some fun items for them to enjoy. 

Students may sign up for $25 by going to 
http://bit.ly/AuctioneersNextGen.

INVESTMENTS START IN YOUR STATE
We must invest in our students going forward – they are our 
future and we want them to understand the tradition of the 
auction industry and the career path that we all have enjoyed. 

This is not a NAA member benefit – this is open to anyone 
interested in this opportunity. We just need you to help 
us spread the word! The future is upon us! Help our 
industry ensure the public understands #AuctionsWork!

READ ALL NAA PRESS RELEASES ON AUCTIONEERS.ORG



NEW DATES!
January 24-25

DON’T WAIT, MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! 
Sheraton West Des Moines |  1800 50th Street 

West Des Moines, IA 50266 | (515) 223-1800

Your Midwest Antique Auction Source

• Auction Calendar Listings
• Low Advertising Rates

• Free Photos
• Free Post-Auction 

Publicity
• Friendly Sales Staff
• Web Site Exposure

• Award Winning Design 
Service

• 37 Weekly Issues
• Auctioneer Directory
• Full Color Availability

• Special Sections & Issues

Advertise your antique auction today by 
calling Bonnie at 319-472-4763

Subscribe at a discount.  Auctioneers Only.
Call Bonnie at 319-472-4763 to ask how

 IPE 1031
6150 VILLAGE VIEW DRIVE • SUITE 113 

WEST DES MOINES, IA  50266
515.279.1111 • 888.226.0400

FAX 515.279.8788
WWW.IPE1031.COM
INFO@IPE1031.COM

Manage Exchange
and Professional Risk
with the Midwest’s 
Premier Exchange

Resource

ATTENTION 
MEMBERS!
DOWNLOAD 

THE  
IAA LOGO  

ONLINE 
TODAY!
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2019-20 Industry Calendar

JANUARY 2020
IAA Annual Convention
 January 24-25, 2020
 Sheraton West Des Moines Hotel

August 2020
Iowa Corn Classic Open Auctioneer 
Championship 
 August 18, 2020 
 Iowa State Fairgrounds, Riley Stage

More details iowaauctioneers.org/events

IOWA AUCTIONEER ASSOCIATION INDUSTRY 2019-20 CALENDAR

Iowa Auctioneers Association 
900 Des Moines Street

Des Moines, IA 50309
515-262-8323 / Fax 515-262-8960

For questions/concerns:
joano@agribiz.org

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/IowaAuctioneersAssociation

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/IAAuctioneers

Call Monica Kuper today
1-800-442-FARM (3276)

Reaching 
156,665 
Rural Readers 

Weekly
Get results and deliver customer traffic 

to your auctions by Print & Web.  We offer 
more value for your advertising dollar.

A one stop shop for farmers, 
ranchers and their families!

www.farm2ranch.com
Call Monica Kuper today 

800.442.3276  •  info@farm2ranch.com

Let’s Grow Together!

Farm2Ranch features a robust 
Auction Page. It displays auctions 

by date in a calendar and also allows 
for photos and more detailed 

information about your auction. 

SELL WITH PROXIBID.

MAXIMIZE YOUR 
ONLINE SALES.

» Proxibid.com/Selling


