“Garbers-
) Mrs “Evans Garber :
In 1906 when Garbet’s store first opened its doc
for business, Tsar. Nicholas IT reigned in Russ

King Edward VII reigned in England, Theodc¢

Roosevelt was. President of the United States a;
World War 1 was still eight years in the future. T
dirt roads of Batesbugpg, a rural community devot
largely to growing® totton, had hardly been* touch
by the autornobile. Pail Garber was barely eighte
years old when he founded the store, vet he alrea

l had many years of work experience behind him.

Born in Kobrin, thhuama which was part of i

‘Russian Empire, in 1886, nine year. old . Baul ern

grated. to the United States in 1895 with his old
 brothers Phillip and Aaron. Phillip and Paul settl.
in 1:Iew York City, where Paul went to work ag’
-pants cutter in a garment factory duri

attended school a% night. ’ ‘ g the da}’ ;

" Meanwhilé- Aaron migrated south to Wllhste
South Carolina, where he opened a dry geods stor
In 1902 Paul joined his brother and “began worki:
for him. In 1906, at Aaron's urging, Paul resolved
go ‘nto business for himself.

Searchmg for a prem151ng location for his* st:otE
he travelled by train around rura] South Carolir
In later years he always declared that when he ¢
off the train at Bateshburg, he kerew 1mmed1ately tlr
the had found the right spot.

His new store, which sold clothing. materlal ar
ready to wear, was lacated in a small ‘building
ak Street which he rented from Miss Alige- Jon
This original building is. now. the central portion -
Garber's. The present slore includes what was on
three separate buildings. In 1806 the two. adjoini
buildings were occupied by a bank arid a’ groec
store, The back portion of the present store was’
later addition. The second floor.of the prese
Garber's” could caly be reached by an outside ¢
trance and contained several offices, including the:
of Dr. Miichell and Dr.' Timmerman. On Saturd:
mghts this space also served as the town dance ha

Paul Garber found.a faithful employee in 19
when Arthur “Babe” Miller came to work for hi §

4One day as he passed- Mr, Garher on Oak Stre’
Mr. Miller announced to him that he was coming
'work at Garber’s. With some embarrassment I
Garber tried to discourage him as Mr, Miller Vx'
aizoady empicyed by his good fr:end M. Whltf

who lved at ‘the same boardmg house To ‘Mz
Garber's surprise over dinner that saime evening Mr.
Whitten told him that Mr. Miller has resigned,
telling his intention to work at Garber's before Mr.
Miller ever talked to Mr. Garber. Mr, Miller contin-
ned to work: for Mr. Garber in the store untﬂ h1s
refirement in 1952.

1912 -was an important year for Paul Garber and

for Cumpers store. First Mr. Garber married Tillie

Pauline Morris in a big"wedding in Sumter with Dr.

Cakpe, ‘Batesburg druggist, as his best man. The
newlyweds rented a house on Sgluda Road where
their first child, Sarah, was born in 1813 ‘A few
years later they hought -the large white Victorian
house on Peachtree Street which is now owred by
Bill and Beth Kiesling. Their other chlldren ]uhus

Mirtarm, and Leon were born there.

- 1912 was also a year of expansfon for Garbers
Storé* Paul.Garber bought the building the- store oC-
cupied and the two adjoining ones cufting deots o]
connect the three buildings. The main floor of
Garhber's thus reached iis present dimensions.- The
present facade of the store was not added until
1970. After this expansion, Garber’s which incorpo-
rated in 1913, became a full fledged department
store carrying in addition to dry goods and ready to
wear, millinery and an expanded shoe department.

‘In 1925, Garber's Tnc. opened a store in Allendale.
ln the 1930's stores. were opened in Laurens’ and
Bamberg, In the 1940’s Garbérs came to Columbia
and Denmark. Finally, the Orangeburg Garber’s was
opened in 1955. Paul Garber's nephews Sam and
Murray, who were Phillip's sons, were “employed as
'managers in these branch stares for many years.

Good years for Bateshurg have meant good years
for Garber’s. Likewise when local people have diffi-
‘cult times,” Garber’s has shared. The area wasg
pIagued by erratic cotton prices in the 1920's, j
with ofher merchants, Garber's took bales of cotton
in. trade piling them outside on the sidewalk until a
buyer could be found. The depression years were
also dlffmuli as Garber’s and other merchants had to
take in siate issue scrip from local teachers which
was not redeemable until the late 1930's.

Hard times continued in the Jate 1930's and - early
1640's as local farmers abandoned cotton for aspara-
gus farming Tarvesting the asparagus was a de-
manding task—left too long the stalks went to seed.
Two cullings were nédessary on Saturday to ensure
that Sunday was a day of rest. The town merchants
including Garber’s stayed open until 2:00 a.m. Sun-
day to allow the exhausted workers to do essential
weekend shopping. The local economy began to

manufacturmg plants were built in the Ridge area.
Garbers expanded after the war, addmg thé base-




-Paul anid Tillie Carber

ment in the large upstairs which carried lower
priced merchandise and toys. Confident of quick
American recovery and anticipating inereased de-
marnid from returning soldiers. Garbers bought large
quantities of clothing from . orders cancelled by big
city merchants wary of the post war economy. Thus
Garber's was one of the few retailers which had &
supply adequate to ‘the enormous demand. Employ-
ees still remember how customers came"‘from
several hundred miles to shop at Garbers. - _
* Julius Paul Garber$ oldest son had ‘worked in
Garber’ cé graduating from college in 1936. After
serving in the navy during the World War 11 ‘he and
his younger brother Leon returned to Batesburg to
‘work with ' their father in 1950. Paul Garber died

suddenly of a heart attack and Julian succeeded him;

as President of Garber's Inc, with Leen as Vice
President. Leon left Garbers in 1955, retaining own-
ership of the Allendale store and moved to Colum-
bia where he opened Garber’s Shoes,

~In the late
itself of all the branch stores except for Columbia.
During .this time Julins' wife,
Hendersonville, N.C. girl whom he had married in
1940, began to play an increasingly important rolé in
the management of Garber's Inc. serving.-as vice
president and buyer of women'’s fashions.

Garber's is the oldest family owned store in

Batesburg. It strong attachment to. the: ‘eomrmunity
has always been reinforced by the fact that many of
its employees serve for an extraordinarily long time.

Mr. Miller worked for Garbers for 42 years. Miss.

‘Leons Cooper came to work for Garber's in 1916
and finally retired in 1971. Mrs. Nannie Lou Aull
‘worked from 1933 6 1977, in alterations. Mrs. Viola
Lowman worked from 1938 {o 1870 and Mrs. Imo
Klapman worked from . 1930 to 1879. Cufrent em-

| ‘ployees with long length of service include Miss]

| Maurice Shealy who came to work in 1931 and Al
_Depace who came to Garber’s Inc. in 1963,

s and early 60's ("arbers dlvested'

Bessie, &)

~ Family trachtion liold that children in the Garbey
family begin work in the store early in life. ‘Julius
and Leon -hoth worked in the store in their teens
and in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Julius children, Ronnie
and Gail, worked there- in-fact Ron althuugh now a
physictdn in practice in Gréensboro, NG, still takes
an active part when he comes to Batesburg in the
men's dept. Garbers most enthusiastic family em-
ployee at present is Ron’s daughter Le now eight
who enjoys helping her grandparents in- the . store
during her frequent visits.

Last year Garber's Store celebrated 75 years in
busmess in Batesburg. The Store is looklng farward

o their 100th year.of celebration. - '













GARBER'S (OLD FIRST NATIONAL BA 5 omw mﬁﬁmmw ?roﬁo Hoog nosmﬁuco mn_ in Hmoo as
Zine First National Bank of Batesburg, this building has undergone complete modernization of its
front facade. Modern double giass doors center expansive plate glass windows. ?m upper fa-
cade 1s covered . 5 noﬁo_ama noﬂ%cmgwma mﬂaggca wjmmwfz@

Old First National Bank ( First Location )
wﬁ_& 1900 The bank was located in the building where Garber’s Inc. was.
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