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REPORT ON RADON MEASUREMENT IN YOUR HOME

The measured radon level in picocurles per liter [pCl/L), from the radon collector you sent us is
shownby thenumberinthecircle ()  above your name on the address labél used to mall this
letter. (itis taped to the back of the sheet)

Radon levels in basements are typically 2-3 times higher than In the upper floors The annual
average Is typically 30% higher than a Summer measurement {with windows closed}, and 15%
lower than a Winter measurement. Spring and fall measurements are typlcal!y close to the annual
average.

The Environmental Protection Agency [EPAJ suggests that remedlal act!onhe :ans!dm it the
annual average radon level in the living areas of the house Is above 4 pCliL {their regulations on
radloactive emissions from nuclear plants are 100 times MORE restrlctlve]

- in our random studies; armual average radon levels in the upper fioors have had a media value

of about 1.3 pCi/L. About 15% of all measurements have been above 4 pCI/L, and 2% have been

above 12 pCI/L. In measurements purchased froin our measureiierit service, themedlanhasbeen 1.7
pCiiL, 19% have been above 4 pCliL, and 2% have beer above 20 pCliL. Exposure to radon decay
products are often expressed in “‘working Ievel" WL, A rough cmwsloms spcm. = 0.005 WL, or
1 WL = 200 pCIiL.:

A typical estimate is that a person spendlng 1‘5% of a lifeﬂme Inahouse wlth a tcw.nl of 1 pCliL
will have one chance in 300 of dying from lung cancer as a resuft of this exposure. The risk Is directly
proportional to the radon level; for example if your reading Is 10 pCIiL, your chances are 10 times
higher, or 1 chance in 30.

In terms of “loss of llfe expectancy’’, a reading of 1 pCi/L is estlznated to reduce one’s life
expectancy by about 25 days; so 15 pCilL reduces life expectancy by 15x25 days, or about 1 year. By
comparison, smoking a pack of cigarettes per day reduces life expectancy by 6 years, béing poor
reduces life expectancy by 4 years, being 25 Ib. overwelght reduces It by 2 ywars, and automoblie
accidents reduce it by 200 days. Lifeexpectancy Isreduced 50 days by therisk of faliing, 30 dayseach
by the risk of drowning andoﬂh‘qm jiens, about 20 days by air pollution, and 0.04 days from using
nuclear power (based on e ite most sc!entists — the most vlgowus nuclear power
opponents say it’s more ilke 1.5 &‘ )

One way to reduce radon k
roughly cuts the radon level in haif
opposite sides of the basement, and.
weather. The EPA, Office of Radia
distributes a free booklet glving the T lory By i L
homes. If your radon level is exceptlenaﬂ%mgh'your statemmwemwﬂl f
measurements free of charge. - .

Before you take expensive rem astlon on the basis ofw m miﬂts, at least one
additlonal measurement should be made. . .

For further information, Itisbest toc i ¥
have toll-free "800 numbers for this pumﬂ follows: IL-672- 99
OH-523-4439; PA-23RADON; VA-468-0138° MD800 72-3666; w -
can only be dialed within those states. -

Ifyou uvelnNewJerseyandhavearaaon ethil n4.0
Jersey Department of Environmental Reswlﬁ‘i'by calﬂng -8

5 ventilation, Doubllng the rate of air exchange
‘cmclally effective method Is to oper two windows on
jarge fan in one of them, but this Is not practical Incold

394 NY-342-3722‘

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY: The resuits of any radon tests m perfofm are used exchsive
respondent requests otherwise, While we make every effort us Hig quality contral &
procedures, we make NOWARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESSED OﬂNPUED forthe
Project nor any of its employees or agents shall be liable under arry claim, charge, or Rty
and all loss, cost, charge, claim, demand, fee, expense, ordamageofanynatumorkmd :siisg of,
of, any radon test request,
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